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It’s the luxury every woman owns and you can define your character by it. But is it time for
a change? Team ELLE reveal their personal perfume history to help you decide
Relevant
Experience

Name: Lorraine Candy
Job: Editor-in-Chief

2012 MAISON FRANCIS
KURKDJIAN AQUA VITAE,
£160 FOR 200ML
This is a woody scent with a
citrus kick. I wear it to feel
fresh and clean – I put it on
after my post-run shower. It’s
still my at-home fragrance.

Personal Statement
I rarely wear make-up, my hairstyle (a short,
rough-cut bob) is simple and the same every day,
and my style is a uniform of sharp black jackets
and pencil-thin trousers, so when it comes to
fragrance, I like to be unpredictable. It’s something
I can change daily with my mood. So I do.
Profile: Strong, iconic classics with smoky edge.

2010 TOM FORD WHITE
MUSK WHITE SUEDE,
£140 FOR 50ML
I am a sucker for a sexy
bottle – this clean white,
square one is just right.
Minimal perfection.

Education
It started with Cacharel Anais Anais (£50
for 100ml), bought for a Kid Creole concert at
Cornwall Coliseum in 1984, and progressed
to Calvin Klein CK One, purchased on my
first trip to New York with my boyfriend
(now husband) 20 years ago. That scent still
evokes memories of a carefree time
when I was hopelessly in love.

2000 CHANEL SYCOMORE,
£110 FOR 75ML
Strong and smoky, this one
has a classic feel to it, so I
wear it for evenings out. The
bottle is huge – it’ll take me
10 years to get through. My
husband, however, hates it –
he thinks it’s too strong. It’s
the perfume that lingers in
a room after you’ve left.

Photography: 3 Objectives, Victoria Adamson, Luke J Albert.

Current Experience

Tom Ford Private Blend Lys
Fume (£140 for 50ml)
Mr Ford sent me this after
I interviewed him and had revealed
I liked the White Suede perfume
he’d just launched. He thought
I’d like this more. It’s a heavy scent
that makes me feel as if I have come
to work from the most glamorous
nightclub in town after staying
up all night with the world’s most
fun people, instead of coming into
the office after getting up at 6am
with my toddler. It puts me in a
spirited mood.

1994 CALVIN KLEIN
CK ONE, £37 FOR 100ML
This floral scent makes me feel
perky. And my eldest daughter,
11, steals it all the time.
1990 CHANEL NO 5,
£67 FOR 50ML
This is my good luck perfume
– I wore it on my wedding day
and I wear it for the ELLE
Style Awards, too. My
grandmother Annie wore
it and it really brings back
the memory of her and her
obsession with make-up,
perfume and red lipstick.
She was quite a lady.

References

If you identify with Lorraine, try one of the new iconic, classic scents

Guerlain La
Petite Robe Noire,
£42 for 30ml
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Dior J’Adore,
£47 for 30ml

Elizabeth
Arden Untold,
£35 for 30ml

Lancôme La
Vie Est Belle,
£55 for 50ml

Calvin Klein
Downtown,
£45 for 50ml

Narciso
Rodriguez For
Her, £57 for 50ml

Yohji Yamamoto
Yohji Senses,
£49 for 50ml
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Name: Sophie Beresiner
Job: Beauty Director
Personal Statement
From an early age, my style was set to
tomboy rather than cute and girly, and I
loved unusual smells, like freshly cut grass
and cigar smoke (my uncle used to smoke
them in our back garden). As a result, I’m
drawn to more unisex fragrances. I like the
idea that the scents that I find attractive
on a man would be just as appealing on me.
Profile: Leather/tobacco/wood.

Relevant
Experience
2012 JO MALONE LONDON
POMEGRANATE NOIR,
£78 FOR 100ML
A special one for my winter
wedding. Spicy, very warm
and reminiscent of the log
fire where we said our vows.

Education
Stole my dad’s Dior Fahrenheit
(£64 for 100ml) from age 12 and
used it to scent my jumpers to make
them even more cool than I thought
they already were (they so weren’t).
Later progressed to Lynx deodorant
to disguise the fact I’d been at the
pub all night when I was supposed
to be at the cinema.

2011 LE LABO SANTAL 33,
£95 FOR 50ML
Inspired by the Marlboro
man (all dirty leather and
dusty road), this smoky musk
became a benchmark for all
my future favourite scents.
2009 ESCENTRIC
MOLECULES – MOLECULE
01, £65.50 FOR 100ML
Smells like my skin but
better; faintly woody and
warm. A barman asked for my
number after making me
write on a napkin what my
perfume was. Love potion.

Skills
Scenting the home… Candles are my
obsession. I have a stock cupboard at home
and always light one in the loo, on the stairs
and in the fireplace as soon as I get in. My
log-fire-scented favourites: Jo Malone
London Incense & Embers Candle, £39,
and Cire Trudon Ernesto, £60.

Current Experience
Byredo 1996 Inez & Vinoodh (£105 for 50ml)
‘Mmm, you smell nice’: this is the reaction
you want from any perfume, let’s be honest.
This one gets that all the time. Plus,
I love the perfect blend of wood, smoke,
pepper and, my signature, leather.

1994 THE BODY SHOP
WHITE MUSK, £15 FOR 60ML
Who didn’t wear this when
they were at school? But
I definitely overdid it. Boys
like perfume, right?

References

If you identify with Sophie, try one of these dry, woody scents

L’Occitane
Ambre & Santal,
£49 for 75ml
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Shay & Blue
Oud Alif,
£85 for 100ml

Comme Des
Garçons Blue
Cedrat, £75
for 100ml

Burberry Brit
Rhythm for Men,
£57 for 90ml

Chanel
Coromandel,
£110 for 75ml

Hermès
Epice Marine,
£160 for 100ml

Kiehl’s Aromatic
Blends Patchouli
& Fresh Rose,
£52 for 100ml
ELLEUK.COM

Photography: 3 Objectives, Victoria Adamson, Luke J Albert.

1999 EMPORIO ARMANI
SHE, £47 FOR 50ML
This transports me straight
back to university and my his
’n’ hers phase. On its own,
delicate and floral but, when
layered with the spicy ‘He’
counterpart, musky and sexy.
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Relevant
Experience

Name: Amy Lawrenson
Job: Senior Beauty Writer

2012 ACQUA DI PARMA
GELSOMINO NOBILE,
£68 FOR 50ML
Pink pepper is a common
denominator in the scents
I like and Gelsomino Nobile,
a lush floral that’s ideal for
summer, has it in abundance.
I had to stop wearing, though
– all my friends kept copycat
buying it.

Personal Statement
My personality pulls me in two distinct directions.
The girly side has me easily wooed by pretty floral
fragrances, while the need to be ‘different’ finds me
constantly drawn to fragrances with a darker edge.
Profile: Floral/orientals with a twist.

2010 ORMONDE JAYNE
CHAMPACA, £80 FOR 50ML
This floral fragrance with an
oriental twist is a modern
classic that’s perfect for the
office. Plus, all my close
friends say it ‘smells like me’.

Education
Having grown up a stone’s throw from
The Body Shop factory, I dabbled with its
Dewberry perfume, a fruity floral that
helped me to realise it was the floral, not
the fruity, that attracted me. I never had
the guts to buy Thierry Mugler Angel
(£61.50 for 50ml), but it formed my love
for exotic fragrances along with a dislike
for anything too sweet.

2008 TEN NINE ATELIERFLOU, £110 FOR 100ML
In 2008 I went a little off-piste
and had a fragrance affair with
Atelier Flou, which smells like
chocolate. I wore it in the
evenings a lot for two years,
only to learn that you can have
too much of a good thing, but
I still have a soft spot for it.

Skills
Dressing for the occasion: you
should think of a perfume like an
accessory. It’s that important.
I choose fresher, more citrusy
scents for day, warmer, more sultry
perfumes for night, and ‘cosy’
(read: floral with a hint of spice)
perfumes for weekends.

2007 MICHAEL KORS EAU
DE PARFUM, £75 FOR 100ML
Every so often I still wear this
fragrance and, every time
I do, it gets me compliments.
According to the description,
it’s meant to bring to life the
glamour of Palm Beach, but
I like to wear it down the pub.

Photography: 3 Objectives, Victoria Adamson, Luke J Albert.

Current Experience
Guerlain Aqua Allegoria Lys Soleia,
£39 for 75ml
I love this light, but still intoxicating, daytime
perfume and can’t see myself straying far
from a bottle of it any time soon. It’s floral
with exotic ylang ylang and a hint of vanilla.

2000 LANCÔME MIRACLE,
£55 FOR 50ML
Miracle was my first
‘grown-up’ perfume, and
because of that it’s really
quite comforting. It has
everything I love in a scent –
florals mixed with a warm and
spicy oriental twist, with just
a hint of sweetness. Perfect
for lazy days.

References

If you identify with Amy, try one of these intense floral scents

Yves Saint
Estée Lauder
Viktor & Rolf
Laurent Opium, Amber Mystique, Flowerbomb Rose
£66 for 50ml
£80 for 50ml
Explosion, £130
for 100ml
ELLEUK.COM

Michael Kors
Sexy Amber,
£55 for 50ml

Boucheron
Pour Femme
White Edition,
£80 for 100ml

Dolce & Gabbana Balmain Unique
Intense,
Oriental
£45 for 25ml
Signature Ambre
Gris, £42 for 40ml
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Name: Joely Walker
Job: Beauty Assistant
Relevant
Experience

Personal Statement
I’m understated by nature, so prefer refreshing
scents that are lighter rather than overpowering.
I love vanilla (it reminds me of my sister’s baking),
and rose, the first scent I ever wore, when my
grandma produced it from water and rose petals.
Profile: Fresh and feminine florals.

2011 JIMMY CHOO EDP,
£49 FOR 60ML
My boyfriend bought me
this for our first Christmas.
A heavier floral, at first it’s
sweet then, as it settles, it’s
fresh, like biting into a toffee
apple. The fact he chose it
himself made it extra special.

Education
Fragrance was a rare and exciting
treat: only allowed in duty free at
the airport and on Christmas Day,
so it became as much of a tradition
as the holidays themselves. Once,
I stole my sister’s Calvin Klein CK
One and hid it in my room. I never
wore it (that would’ve given me
away), I just kept it to sneak a smell.

2009 VIKTOR & ROLF
FLOWERBOMB,
£65 FOR 50ML
My mum needs to take
credit for wearing this first;
amber musk and sweet
vanilla make it my signature
scent, too. Now I wear it just
for special occasions, like
my sister’s wedding.

Skills
Personalising my scent through layering.
I build a base with luxe shower gels, such
as Laura Mercier Almond Coconut Milk
Crème Body Wash, £29, then moisturise
with Lancôme La Vie Est Belle
Illuminating Fragrance Oil, £30. I almost
always complete the blend with Dior
J’Adore Hair Mist (£31 for 30ml).

2007 MARC JACOBS
DAISY, £54 FOR 50ML
This felt like my first properly
grown-up fragrance; not as
sweet as its predecessor,
I ventured out of my comfort
zone to the fresher, more
vibrant floral combo.

Current Experience
Giorgio Armani Si (£63 for 50ml)
I have two bottles, one in my bathroom
and one that I keep on my desk so
I can top up throughout the day;
the delicate rose and sweet wood
always lift my mood.

2004 ESCADA PACIFIC
PARADISE, £35 FOR 50ML
My very first holiday scent.
Almost sickly sweet, I built up
an impressive collection of
the rainbow-coloured bottles.

References

If you identify with Joely, try one of these fresh, floral scents

Prada Candy
L’Eau,
£50 for 50ml
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Givenchy Very
Jo Malone Peony
Irresistible
& Blush Suede,
Collector Edition,
£78 for 100ml
£58.50 for 50ml

Hugo Boss Jour
Pour Femme,
£63 for 75ml

Kenzo Flower
In The Air,
£57 for 50ml

Aerin Lauder
Evening Rose,
£85 for 50ml

Creed Fleur
De Gardenia,
£95 for 30ml
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Compiled by: Sophie Beresiner, Amy Lawrenson, Joely Walker. Photography: 3 Objectives, Victoria Adamson, Luke J Albert.

2010 YSL PARISIENNE,
£58 FOR 50ML
Takes me back to summer
nights in Italy with my family
(musky with fruity florals all at
once). I got through bottles
and bottles of it; it’s an
addictive combination of
clean, light and interesting.

